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REFLECTING ON THE PASSING OF LIFE 


Indeed, all praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, seek 
His help and ask for His forgiveness. We seek refuge in 
Allah from the evil of our own selves and from our evil 
actions. Whoever Allah guides then there is none who can 
misguide him and whoever Allah misguides then there is 
none who can guide him. | bear witness that there is none 
worthy of worship except Allah alone without any partners, 
and | bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad Asut is His 
servant and Messenger. May Allah send abundant peace 
and blessings upon Him and upon His family and 
companions. 


As for what proceeds: 
Fear Allah, O slaves of Allah, as he should be feared 
and be mindful of him in secret and private affairs. 


O Muslims: 

Allah has made the worldly life a place of trials and 
tribulations for the servant. They go through its various 
stages heading towards a place of eternal abode. It is a like 
a farm for the good doers and a market for the 
worshippers. 
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“He Who has created death and life that He may test 
you which of you is best in deeds.” [67:2] 


So whoever does good in his actions has succeeded 
and deserves to be rewarded, and whoever does evil has 
lost and deserves to be punished. 


The wisdom behind the creation of the jinn and mankind 
is for them to worship Allah alone and no one else. Allah 
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has aided them (jinn and mankind) with this affair by what 
he has shown them as signs within themselves and around 
them and by what he has sent to them from messengers 
and revealed to them from books. So the proof has been 
established against them and the case has been made 
clear to them and He has given each servant a fixed time 
and has prescribed for them their lifetime. The lifetime of a 
servant in this world is his time spent doing deeds and 
exerting themselves until he meets Him. He, the Exalted, 
said, 
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“O man! Verily, you are returning towards your Lord with 
your deeds and actions (good or bad), a sure returning, and 
you will meet (the results of your deeds which you did).” 
[84:6] 


The worldly life, from its beginning to its end, is short in 
comparison to the afterlife. No matter how long a servant is 
to live in it there is a prescribed time that there is no 
escape from that will reach him. Every breath that 
fluctuates in his chest is a stage from the stages of his life 
that once expired will not return. The reality of living longer 
is in fact a decrease in what remains from one’s life, and a 
drawing closer to his prescribed time (of death). 


Most of the creation are unaware of the wisdom that 
they were created for, so this worldly life grasps them with 
its beauties and temptations. Allah says, 
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“The mutual rivalry (for piling up of worldly things) 
diverts you, until you visit the graves (i.e. till you die)” 
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[102:1-2] 


Allah has taken oaths in His Book by time itself and its 
various parts and stages as a reminder to the servants of 
the constant changing of life and its rapid passing. Allah 
has sworn by the night and the day, the sun and the moon, 
the forenoon, Fajr and 'Asr. He has directed us to consider 
the changes of the sun and the moon in relation to the 
passing of certain times and ages. Allah says, 
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“And the moon, We have ordained phases for it (to 
traverse) until it returns like the old dried curved date stalk. 
It is not for the sun to catch up with the moon, nor does the 
night outstrip the day. They all float, each in an orbit” 
[36:39-40] 


And He has informed us that none reflects on the 
changing of time except those who have insight. He said, 
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“Allah alternates the day and night. Indeed, in this is a 
lesson for those who have insight” [24:44] 


Year after year an individual's life decreases. In fact, 
this happens every day. In this is a reminder that every 
beginning has an end. The start of a new year can serve as 
a reminder that the opportunity to do good still remains. 


The intellectual person is the one who takes into 
account the results of his actions and the outcome of his 
life just as he would take into account the profits and loss in 
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his business. An individual's lifetime is their capital 
investment and his tools are health, safety and strength 
and this is something the majority of people sguander. The 
Prophet i's said: “Two favours that many people 
squander are health and free time.” [Narrated by Al- 
Bukhari]. 


The profit in the worldly life is in good actions and 
constantly preparing for the end of one’s life. The son of 
Adam wishes to remain forever and constantly strives in 
regards to this worldly life and what is in it of its wealth and 
enjoyments and this distracts him from remembering his 
end and its closeness. The Prophet s said: “The son of 
Adam grows old, but two desires in him remain young: 
desire for wealth and desire for life.” [Agreed upon, i.e. 
narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 


It is commendable for the one who knows the reality of 
this worldly life and how swiftly it passes that he chooses 
the most beneficial thing for him in all affairs and the most 
complete in all matters. So he should not spend his time 
except in that which is most complete in benefit, therefore 
he should strive to do the most virtuous, exalted and 
significant deeds. 


Whoever is not continuously performing acts of 
obedience then he should distance himself from performing 
evil deeds, whilst bearing in mind that the one who does 
not increase in good deeds then his situation is that of one 
whose good is decreasing. Whoever does not come forth 
with good deeds then he is pushed back with evil deeds. 
Allah says, 
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“To any of you that chooses to go forward (by working 
righteous deeds), or to remain behind (by committing sins).” 
[74:37] 


Becoming weak after having strength in life is 
something that is bound to happen and old age after youth 
is a matter that does not change. Sickness after health is a 
normal affair that is unavoidable. Allah says, 
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“Allah is the One Who created you in (a state of) 


weakness, then gave you strength after weakness, then 
after strength gave (you) weakness and grey hair.” [30:54] 


The example of this worldly life, from its beginning to its 
end, is like the crops that sprout after heavy rain and so the 
people are amazed by the greenery and beauty of it only 
for it to then rot and become debris. Allah says: 
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“Know that the life of this world is but amusement and 
diversion and adornment and boasting to one another and 
competition in increase of wealth and children - like the 
example of a rain whose (resulting) plant growth pleases 
the tillers; then it dries and you see it turned yellow; then it 
becomes (scattered) debris.” [57:20] 


Whoever lives a long enough until white hair appears on 
him then the warning has reached him regarding the 
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closeness of his prescribed time. Allah says, 
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“Did We not give you lives long enough so that whoever 
wanted to be mindful could have done so? And the warner 
came to you.” [35:37] 


Al-Bukhari, may Allah have mercy on him, said: “The 
warner is grey hair”. 


The average lifespan of people from this nation is 
between sixty and seventy years. Whoever reaches the 
age of sixty then there is no excuse for him for the long 
delay (in turning to Allah and doing good). The Prophet 
Aisa said: “Allah excuses and grants forgiveness to a 
person until he attains the age of sixty years.” [Narrated 
by Al-Bukhari] 


And for this reason the Prophet ssi directed us to 
making the most from this life and what is in it from youth 
and strength before losing them, as well as doing good 
deeds in situations where one has free time and wealth 
before the circumstances change. The Messenger sit 
said to a man whilst warning him: “Make use of five 
before five; your youth before your old age, your 
health before your sickness, your wealth before your 
poverty, your free time before you are occupied and 
your life before your death.” [Narrated by An-Nisaai]. 


The way to make use of this life is by constantly doing 
righteous actions and being mindful of one’s time. The 
servant should not have a day except that it is better than 
the previous one, nor should his subsequent day be except 
his current one. Whoever has two of his days being equal 
in this has squandered and whoever turns away after 
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uprightness then he is a loser. 


From the main reasons as to why the year may go in 
vain is wasting one’s time not preparing for the hereafter. 
Whoever does not look after his time then he will miss out 
on benefiting from it. 


The best of that which time can be spent on is 
increasing in learning beneficial knowledge, abundant 
worship, reciting the Quran, making permissible earnings 
and being good to the creation. 


For one’s circumstances to remain as they are in this 
worldly life is something that is impossible. Days constantly 
change, there is no changing the fact that an individual’s 
circumstances change between times of happiness and 
times of hardship, between poverty and riches, and 
between safety and fear. Allah says, 
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“And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, 
hunger, loss of wealth, lives and fruits” [2:155] 


From Allah's wisdom in the changing of circumstances 
is that it brings out from the servant different types worship 
that befit the situation. Patience is not complete except with 
thankfulness and blessings are not truly appreciated except 
by one who tasted having lost them. Allah is not truly 
feared except by one who has complete hope in Him. 
Whoever has not suffered from being derived of something 
does know the sweetness of being granted (it). 


So whoever knows this will have upright views on the 
Allah's decrees and actions towards the creation. There is 


a-algasim.com 


8 REFLECTING ON THE SHORTNESS OF LIFE 


no elevating nor lowering, withholding nor giving, and good 
nor evil, except that Allah has complete wisdom about it. 
And upon the servant is to worship Allah bearing this in 
mind. Allah’s decree can only be changed by His decree. 
Good is sought from Him by consistently being thankful, 
and accepting the decree and not going against what has 
been legislated. 


Throughout a servant's life he is tested with a devil that 
whispers (temptations) to him as well as a soul that is 
inclined towards evil and desires which cut off the path to 
good. So the servant will never be without needing to 
repent to Allah at all times. Allah says, 
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“And turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers, 
that you might succeed.” [24:31] 


And it is a great act of worship that Allah loves from his 
servants. 
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“Indeed Allah loves those who repent.” [2:222] 


The servant is close to sins and heedlessness. Making 
mistakes is of human nature and the deficiency which 
makes one blameworthy is leaving off repentance and 
persistence in committing sins. 


Whoever commits a sin should have it wiped off by 
seeking much forgiveness and increasing in good deeds. 
Allah says, 
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“Indeed good deeds wipe away bad deeds.” [11:114] 


The ending of an individual’s life with sincere 
repentance is success and salvation. Whoever Allah 
accepts repentance from will not be taken to account for 
what has proceeded. Whoever holds on to repentance after 
committing sins then he will be guided to doing so also 
when his prescribed time draws near, and whoever delays 
repentance then it is feared for him that death 
unexpectedly will reach him before he repents. Allah says: 
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“Allah only accepts the repentance of those who commit 
evil ignorantly (or recklessly) then repent soon after.” [4:17] 


Meaning they repent before death. 
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“It is those whom Allah will pardon.” [4:17] 


The greatest means that lead to contemplation and self- 
reflection is the remembrance of death and taking a 
warning from how frequent it is from those who are both 
close and far, especially in the times we are in where 
diseases have become widespread, people have become 
alarmed by disease after disease, and sudden deaths 
amongst them have become prevalent. 


To proceed O Muslims: 

The worldly life is two phases. The first phase has gone 
past when you were brought into this life and what remains 
the the phase that you are currently in now. It will end when 
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the sun rises and might not set whilst you are amongst 
those who are alive, or if it has set whilst you are from 
amongst those who are alive then it might not rise except 
that you are from amongst those who are dead. Ibn ‘Umar, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of 
Allah told hold of my shoulders and said, ‘Be in this 
worldly life as if you are a stranger or a passing 
traveller.” And Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, 
also used to say: “If you have survive until the evening then 
do not expect to live until the morning, and if you survive 
until the morning do not expect to live until the evening.” 
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari]. Collect what you will, for you will 
depart as you came. 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Satan 
a < 5117 (P REP x fa 2-. <A % = 24 v “= 72 
EAB GA BI gd 58 SSG J EN = Jp 


“Say: "Short is the enjoyment of this world, and the 
Hereafter is (far) better for him who fears Allah, and you 
shall not be dealt with unjustly even egual to a scalish 
thread in the long slit of a date-stone” [4:77] 


May Allah bless me and you all with the Great Quran.... 
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THE SECOND SERMON 


All praise be to Allah for all his favours, and thanks be to 
Him for His guidance and blessings. | bear witness that 
there is none worthy of worship except Allah alone without 
any partners, in glorification of Him, and | bear witness that 
our Prophet Muhammad isi is His servant and 
Messenger. May Allah send abundant peace and blessings 
upon Him and upon His family and companions. 


O Muslims: 

Allah’s sacred month, Muharram, has reached you. 
Allah attributed this month to Himself because its sanctity is 
from Allah, not from anyone else. He has prohibited 
oppressing anyone in it by transgressing and committing 
sins. Allah says: 
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“Indeed, the number of months ordained by Allah is 
twelve, in Allah's Record, since the day He created the 
heavens and the earth, of which four are sacred. That is 
the right way, so do not wrong one another during these 
months.” [9:36] 


Ibn ‘Abbaas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “A sin 
in these months is worse, and righteous actions and the 
reward gained is greater (i.e. than those done in other than 
these months).” 


Increasing in voluntary fasting in this month is a 
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prescribed sunnah. The Messenger A's said: “The best 
fast after Ramadan is the month of Allah, Muharram.” 
[Narrated by Muslim]. 


The best of what should be sought after from the days 
of Muharram is the day of ‘Aashuraa’ (the 10th of 
Muharram). The Prophet jst fasted it and ordered for 
others to fast it. It is the day that Allah saved Musa and his 
people and drowned Firawn and his people, so Musa 
fasted it in gratitude to Allah.” [Agreed upon, i.e. narrated 
by Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 


The most complete way of fasting it is to also fast the 
day that is before it so the 9th and 10th of Muharram are to 
be fasted. The Prophet isät said: “If | live until next year | 
will fast the 9th day (along with the 10th).” [Narrated by 
Muslim]. 


There is nothing special in the religion about the 
commencement of a new year. No virtue or speciality was 
narrated about it so to singling it out in worship with one’s 
body or wealth or other than that is an innovation in the 
religion and an intervention in the great legislation. 


Then know that Allah has commanded you to send 
peace and salutations upon His Prophet... 
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